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Coventry
Peace Festival
1-16 November 2019



Welcome to the 2019
Peace Festival 
 
The Festival is such an important part of our 
work as an international city of peace and 
reconciliation and this year it promises to be 
as fascinating and as challenging as ever.

There are many events to look forward to, 
including the spectacular Where Light Falls, when 
our Cathedral joins St Paul’s in London in a light show 
to honour the country’s heritage and the wartime bravery 
of its people.

It will mark the 79th anniversary of the Blitz that destroyed the old Cathedral and 
changed our city forever, inspiring our work for peace and leading us to reach out 
to others around the world.  

Those first links have grown stronger over the years and this year we are 
honoured to have celebrated 60 years of friendship with Dresden and 75 with 
Volgograd, as well as strengthening other ties around the world and making new 
friends.

The Peace Festival allows us to celebrate those links, to look back at past events 
and remember those who gave so much, but it is also a time to look to the future.

This year, I am delighted to see the Coventry Young People’s Peace and 
Reconciliation Conference as a part of the Festival.

It is so important that young people join our call for peace and I look forward to 
their discussion on what we can do to prevent violence in our world.

As always, this year’s Festival will include Remembrance Sunday, 100 years on 
from the first time our country stood in silence to mark Armistice Day, and we are 
also proud to once more host the RISING Global Peace Forum.

Another thought-provoking event will see the Lord Mayor’s Peace Lecture 
welcome guest speaker Baroness Shami Chakrabarti, whose brilliant career has 
included serving as Director for the human rights organisation Liberty.

There are many other events around the city and I am so grateful to everyone who 
has worked so hard to create such a wonderful programme.

We are fortunate to have the Festival as a part of our city’s life.

Enjoy the Festival – and my best wishes for a peaceful future.

Cllr Linda Bigham, Lord Mayor of the City of Coventry
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Ongoing events
5 October until 9 November 
1395 Days Without Red
Time: All day 
Venue: Coventry Cathedral
A cinematographic project which digs deep into the experience of the siege of Sarajevo, 
which took place from 5 April 1992 to 29 February 1996, and shows the trauma inflicted by 
the conflict on the people of Sarajevo. Please see the website for times and dates.

Contact: Philip Brown, Chair Coventry Lord Mayor’s Committee for Peace & Reconciliation 
Website: www.coventrycathedral.org.uk

Positive Images Peace Festival Poetry Competition
Entry deadline: 9 November
Award Ceremony: 23 November at 1pm
Venue: The Hope Centre, Sparkbrook Street, Coventry CV1 5LB
A free Peace Festival Poetry Competition on the subject of human rights running from 
1 October 7 November with an award ceremony for the winners, runners up, and highly 
commended to take place at the Hope Centre in Hillfields on Saturday 23 November. 
The competition is open to anyone over the age of 16 years.

Website: www.positiveimagesfestival.co.uk 

Coventry & Warwickshire Children’s Peace Poem 2020
Entry deadline: 30 November
Winner announced: January 2020
Coventry Lord Mayor’s Committee for Peace and Reconciliation, Coventry Cathedral, SACRE 
and the United Nations Association Coventry Branch invite Coventry children to write a peace 
poem on this year’s theme which is Human Rights. We want to celebrate Coventry’s global 
place as a city of peace and reconciliation, welcoming people of all cultures from all over the 
world. But peace is much more than just the absence of war. People cannot live in peace if 
they are deprived of their fundamental human rights.This is a free event, but please register 
on the website.

Website: www.covpeacepoem.uk
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Core events
1 November and 8 November
HillzFM Radio Presents Peace
Time: 11am - 1pm
Tune in for two special shows to celebrate this year’s Peace Festival. For the first show, 
HillzFM radio will invite organisations to talk about their events for this year’s Peace Festival, 
and the festival itself. The second show will be devoted to personal stories and poetry from 
community members and celebrate the peace and harmony within our diverse community.
Contact: 024 7655 0564 or email: admin@hillzfm.net

1 November
Peace From Around the World
Time: 10am - 12noon
Venue: Foleshill Women’s Training (FWT), 70-72 Elmsdale Ave, Coventry CV6 6ES
FWT invites women from across the community to come together and wear their traditional 
dress from around the world. We will explore ways of finding peace and promoting confidence 
in our everyday lives using music, arts, and crafts with food tasting. This is a free event, 
please register on the website.
Website: www.fwt.org.uk 

2 November 
Peace Walk
Time: 9.45am  Venue: The steps of Coventry Council House
Starting at Coventry Council House, the Peace Walk will visit four places of worship 
to demonstrate unity and understanding between people of different cultures, faiths, 
and backgrounds in our community. Free of charge, no booking required.
Contact: multi-faith.forum@hotmail.co.uk

4 – 8 November
Willenhall Remembers
Time: 9.30am - 12noon
Venue: Hagard Community Space, Willenhall Village Green
Join us in the week leading up to 8 November for poppy and dove making in the Hagard. 
The community will gather on the village green for a service by Reverend Pam Howell. 
Afterwards, everyone will move to the Hagard to share memories and stories of loved ones.    
Website: www.willenhallcommunityforum.com
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5 November
Peaceful Pregnancy Workshop
Time: 10.30am - 12noon
Venue: Foleshill Women’s Training (FWT), 70-72 Elmsdale Ave, Coventry CV6 6ES
FWT is offering a healthy brunch for pregnant ethnic minority women, with a relaxation activity 
and information to improve knowledge around postnatal care.
Contact: MAMTA team on 024 7663 7693

8 November
Coventry Young People’s Peace and Reconciliation Conference 2019
Time: 9am - 12noon  Venue: Coventry Council House
This event is a chance for young people to explain how they feel about the issues in their 
schools and communities. Adults will explain what actions they are already taking on these 
issues. The delegates will then work together to generate new ideas for projects that schools 
and communities can run to address these issues. The Lord Mayor’s Committee will then 
support schools who want to implement these projects in the following months.
We encourage both adults and young people to attend.

Website: www.coventrycityofpeace.uk

6 and 13 November
Trip to Coventry Cathedral
Time: 3.30pm - 6pm
Venue: WATCH Centre, 10-12 Victoria Street Coventry CV15LZ 
If you are aged 8-18 please join us for a trip to Coventry Cathedral, to learn about how it, 
and Coventry, was damaged during the “Coventry Blitz”. After this event, you will have an 
opportunity to plan a radio show and discuss your trip to Coventry Cathedral and share with 
listeners details of what you have learnt. Food and refreshments will be provided.
Contact: 024 7655 0564 or email admin@hillzfm.net

http://www.coventrycityofpeace.uk
mailto:admin%40hillzfm.net?subject=
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7 and 14 November
Rap for Peace Creative Writing Workshop
Time: 4pm - 5.30pm
Venue: WATCH Centre, 10-12 Victoria Street Coventry CV15LZ 
Two creative writing workshops for children and young people aged 8-18. This is an 
opportunity to share what peace means to you and listen to how others define peace, and why 
the festival is so important to the city of Coventry. Together, we will make a piece of written 
work (either a rap or poem), which will be recorded and broadcast live on HillzFM during 
Coventry Peace Festival. Food and refreshments will be provided.
Contact: 024 7655 0564 or email admin@hillzfm.net

9 November
Elgar: Dream of Gerontius
Time: 7pm doors open at 6pm  
Venue: Coventry Cathedral
Elgar’s much-loved choral masterpiece ‘Dream of 
Gerontius’ is presented as part of Coventry Peace Festival 
on Remembrance Weekend. Coventry Cathedral Chorus 
is joined for this performance by The Parliament Choir, a 
professional orchestra and internationally renowned soloists.

Orchestra: Southbank Sinfonia 
Soloists:
Mezzo Soprano: Catherine Wyn-Rogers
Tenor: Robert Murray
Bass: Sir Thomas Allen
Conductor: Paul Leddington Wright

10 November
Remembrance Sunday Service and Parade
Time: 10.45am  Venue: War Memorial Park, Leamington Road Entrance
A parade will march at 10.30am from Spencer Park to the War Memorial Park, with the 
Coventry Corps of Drums leading. The Bishop of Coventry will lead the service and the 
Coventry Brass Band will play during the service. The Lord Mayor and councillors from 
Coventry City Council, together with other VIPs and guests from our twin city of Volgograd 
will attend and lay wreaths. Organisations and members of the public will also have the 
opportunity to lay a wreath.

10 November
Communal Grave Service
Time: 3pm  Venue: London Road Cemetery, CV1 2JT
The service will consist of a short reading, prayers and, a two-minute silence, along with the 
laying of wreaths and closing prayers to remember civilian lives lost during the First and Second 
World Wars.

Ticket price(s): Adults £22 and £15.
Students/under 18s £11 and £7.50

Tickets: www.ticketweb.uk

mailto:admin%40hillzfm.net?subject=
http://www.ticketweb.uk
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11 November
Armistice Day Poppy Drop
Time: 10.45am  Venue: West Orchard’s Shopping Centre 
The event will commence with speeches, prayers and readings. This will be concluded at 
11am with the sounding of The Last Post, followed by a two-minute silence whilst 4,000 
poppies fall from the dome roof of the shopping centre.

11 November
Peaceful Gifts for Refugee Women
Time: 10am - 12noon
Venue: Foleshill Women’s Training (FWT), 70-72 Elmsdale Ave, Coventry CV6 6ES
FWT’s Integration Team will give an informal presentation on peace gifts from refugee women 
in Coventry, to exchange experiences and peace messages with a focus on “the role of 
refugee women in the city of Coventry”.
Website: www.fwt.org.uk

12 November
Peaceful Pregnancy – Exercise and Breastfeeding
Time: 10.30am - 12noon
Venue: Foleshill Women’s Training (FWT), 70-72 Elmsdale Ave, Coventry CV6 6ES
FWT is offering a brunch for pregnant ethnic minority women, where you will learn more about 
how to keep fit during pregnancy and postnatally. This will be followed by a breastfeeding session.
Contact: MAMTA team - 024 7663 7693

12 November
Restorative Justice Conference
Time: 2pm - 4pm  Venue: Friends’ Meeting House, Hill St, CV1 4AN
Research shows that restorative justice can cut reoffending by 14%. This event will address 
important issues such as What is Restorative Justice? How does it help victims of crime and 
anti-social behaviour? Is it really more effective than prison? This event is free, but please 
register your place on the website.
Website: www.unacov.uk/events/c19/

13 November and 14 November 8.30am - 6pm
15 November 8.30am - 4.30pm
RISING Global Peace Forum & Peace Awards
Venue: Coventry Cathedral
RISING brings together academics, students, politicians, policymakers and community 
activists to share with each other thoughts about what it takes to build and sustain peaceful 
communities. The 2019 theme is ‘The Ecosystem of Peace’ and speakers include Julia 
Gillard (Former Australia Prime Minister), Helle Thronuing-Schmidt (former CEO of Save the 
Children International) and Roger Harrabin (BBC Environment Analyst). Free, registration 
essential, email rising@coventry.ac.uk  Website: www.risingforum.org/blog

FREE
EVENT

http://www.fwt.org.uk
http://www.unacov.uk/events/c19/
mailto:rising%40coventry.ac.uk%20?subject=
http://www.coventry.ac.uk/research/areas-of-research/trust-peace-social-relations/rising/2019-programme/


14 November
Lord Mayor’s Peace Lecture
Time: 7pm doors open at 6.30pm  Venue: Coventry Cathedral
The Coventry Jazz Band will entertain the audience until the lecture starts at 7pm. 
This year, the lecture will be delivered by Baroness Shami Chakrabarti, Shadow 
Attorney General. There will be a question and answer session after the lecture, with closing 
remarks by John Witcombe, Dean of Coventry. Light refreshments will be served at around 
8.30pm.  Website: www.coventrycityofpeace.uk

14 November
Community Peace Lunch
Time: 12.30pm - 2.30pm
Venue: WATCH Centre 10-12 Victoria Street Coventry CV15LZ
You are invited to a Community Peace Lunch to celebrate the culture and nationalities of 
people living in Hillfields as part of this year’s Coventry Peace Festival. Some food and 
refreshments will be provided and you are welcome to bring along some of your favourite food 
to share with others, socialise and talk about what peace means to you.
Contact: 024 7655 0564 or email admin@hillzfm.net

14 – 16 November
Where Light Falls
Time: 5pm - 9pm  Venue: Coventry Cathedral – outdoor event
A spectacular light show presented by Historic England. Come and see powerful poetry, 
visuals, and photography projected onto the canvas of Coventry Cathedral, telling the 
story of the city and its people. It’s a tale of destruction, recovery and resilience: from the 
medieval period through the destruction of the old cathedral during the Blitz, finishing with peace, 
reconciliation, and the building of a modern city. Where Light Falls is free to attend and the 
illumination and projections will be repeated throughout each evening. Dress for the weather and 
please note there will be areas of darkness. We estimate visitors can promenade and see all the 
projections in 20 minutes. Arrive at anytime between 5pm and 8.30pm. Suitable for all ages.
Website: www.historicengland.org.uk

15 November
Ordinary Women Doing Extraordinary Things 
Time: 8pm  Venue: Drapers’ Bar
A film and photography exhibition about Palestinian women who live under occupation 
and strive for peace within their daily lives. This event will tell their stories and allow you to 
experience how difficult it is for them to move around and carry out everyday activities.
Note, please arrive 30 minutes early if possible.
Website: www.working-with-villages.com

For further information, please contact Jon Hogan on 024 7683 2351 or 
email jon.hogan@coventry.gov.uk  Check the website for full details of all 
the festival events and latest updates. www.coventry.gov.uk/peace

       /coventrycc             @CoventryCC

All events are 
subject to change 
and all details are 
correct at time of 
going to print (24 

October 2019)   
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https://coventrycityofpeace.uk/events/lord-mayors-peace-lecture-2019/
https://historicengland.org.uk/get-involved/visit/where-light-falls/coventry-cathedral/
http://www.working-with-villages.com

